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CLYDE Walker, the dear boy, is the petted and spoiled darling
of a large number of female relatives, with an unusual num-
ber of aunts and cousins.    He is just a normal eighteen-year-
old boy who is completely wrapped up in his football.
The play opens with a discussion among the immediate mem-
bers of the family regarding his approaching graduation. His older
sister, Genevieve, is very indignant because Clyde neglects his stud-
ies for his football, and she also says that she is glad she went to
school when you had to know something in order to get through.
His little sister Mamie is one continuous round of mischief and is
forever telling stories on the young people of the play that cause
some very embarrassing situations for all of them.
All of his cousins and aunts turn out for his commencement and
worry him to distraction by their overdrawn affection. Finally in
desperation he gives up trying to study and goes out for a good time
with his favorite cousin Helen. His Aunt Jerusha, an old maid who
has a mind of her own, thinks it's all foolishness, while Grandma
says "things didn't go this 'ere way when she was a gal."
Clyde's football team loses the last game and the "dear boy" is
heart-broken until he is consoled by the announcement by the high
school professor that he is the valedictorian of the class. Clyde is,
as he puts it, "tickled to death" over the good news and gets so hi-
larious that Grandma thinks he may be getting a "leetle looney."
He is very popular in his class and has many friends and a bes',c
o-irl, Bessie Moore, who are all regular live wires and who keep up
plenty of action in the play. The athletic coach, Professor Jones,
also has plenty of "pep" and joins the young people in all their fun.
He is also interested in Genevieve and finally convinces her that bas-
ket ball is a suitable sport for young women to take part in. Mary
Milton, the country aunt, also falls for the game under the Profes-
sor's magnetic influence. As for Grandma and Jerusha's opinion,
"it just ain't decent", and Grandma goes further to say that "gals
was made to stay to hum and sew patch work and knit socks for
their pa's." Caroline, (Clyde's mother) adores the dear boy and is
very much interested in all of his sports and friends.
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